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What will transformation India in years to come are education and technology, say experts at a recently
concluded lecture series on "Technology in education'. Patricia Mascarenhas reports.

Speakers at a recently concluded lecture series on "Technology in education” converged on a common theme
that technology had reformed the field of education. The Internet was a huge information base to acquire
knowledge and the use of technology had made the process of teaching and learning more flexible, said R.K.
Shevgaonkar, director, 11T-Delhi. The lecture series was organised by the Vaze College of Arts, Science and
Commerce.

"The new learning makes everything easy. Students and teachers don't have to be present at the same time in the
same room," said Shevgaonkar. "Students can learn in their own time and in their own way and teachers too can
give lectures at their own time, no repeated delivery so the quality of content is intact,” he added

Shevgaonkar however, observed that many educational professionals saw technology developments in
education as intimidating. "Teachers are scared to take risks so they play safe. Technology needs to be seen not
as a replacement but as an evolution,” he pointed out. Technology did not reduce the number of people but
instead increased the need for skilled people, he said, adding that "When students have questions and when
they're curious, they will need teachers to present the subject in the most simplified fashion."

The world was changing and growing digitally, Shevgaonkar said. And it was the need of the hour to be taught
how to adapt and manage this complex world. Today, digital literacy was one of the basic skills required for
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employment. "You have to be familiar with the trends in technology. Everything is available online but the
knowledge about what exactly to type or which site to refer is imparted through education,” he informed.

Earlier, Jyoti Bhadkamkar, trustee, Kelkar Education Trust, said that technology was the need of the day as it
increased one's efficiency. With the onset of computers, it had become easier for teachers to impart knowledge
and for students to acquire it. "Students become more confident as they learn through various interesting
mediums like audio visuals, which makes them more skilled,” she added.

Academics connected with technology, was a geometric progression that was indispensable, said Dr. Sanjay
Oak, vice chancellor, Padmashree Dr. D. Y. Patil Vidyapeeth. However, all this came with a cost. "What we
need to challenge is how to make it affordable for the future generations of students,” he said. "When we talk
about technology it includes not only the capital cost but also the recurring cost to maintain it," Dr. Oak said,
adding that "We all need to figure out a way to make it available for free or a subsidised rate to the lowest level
of people because digital literacy is the future,” he concluded.

http://www.dnaindia.com/academy/report-edu-tech-1962980

IIT Delhi and Ministry of Textiles hosted a fashion show-cum-quiz in
Delhi
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Recently, IIT Delki, along with the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, hosted a fashion
show cum-quiz to help fariliarize people with the culture of the northeastern states.

While many are still angry at the death of Mido Tania, an Arunachali student, who was allegedly
beaten to death in Lajpat Nagarin a fight triggered by a racial slur, "We thought it's high time we did
what we can," said Adit, a student there. Barry (0'Brien, the emcee, said, "If you don't know your own
country, you know nothing. Just because somebody's eves or hair lock different from yours, just
because somebody speaks whatever language you speakin a different accent than yours, it makes
thermno less Indian." During the show, Brian quizzed the audience on the traditional costumes of the
models and the videos of culture-specific hand crafted products, which were featured in the show.

AR Fohll and Aniparea, wiho wias wearing q dress
Jfrom Mizoram

Former governor of Mizoram, AR Kohli, came to the event with his wife Anupama, who chose to wear
a traditional dress from Mizoram. "We have realized that the northeast has tremendous scope for
handicrafts. My suggestion iz that the people of Delhi, especially the elderly, who could anyway use
some companionship, adopt the NE students while they are in Delhi and treat thern like their own children. The distance between Delhi and NE, both
physical and emotional, is painful. We need to harbour some family feeling," said Kohli.

Yana Mgoba, a designer from Arunachal Pradesh, said, "Even when Igo to Mumbai, people call me 'Nepali' and 'Chinese'. According to them, Arumachal

Pradesh is a jungle. Iwant to say that we are pretty fashiocnable out there in the northeast. Girls from there are always tagged as 'characterless'.

Added Venika Aggarwal, a student there, "I'd like to believe that at IIT, we don't have these prejudices, but as a state, we still do. As much as we criticize
the daily soaps, the cultures of Kolkata, Gujarat and Maharashtra have come to the Delhi audiences through these shows, even if in 2 melodramatic
form. People are beginning to realize that Bengalis don't only eat fish, and Mumbaikars don't only talk in tapori language. I think that if we have daily
seaps or any popular entertainment shows with northeastern settings, it might aid cultural integration.”
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